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Marvin Bradley and Frank talented artists 
who draw the pictures for Rex Morgan, M.D. 


Since New Year’s Day, 1950, there 
has been ever growing desire the 
the comic-strip, Rex Morgan, M.D. 
was that first day New Year 
that the Sunday papers carried the 
strip picture our front gate 
discharged patient leaving the hospital. 
read, recovered patient leaving 
the leprosarium Carville has become 
increasingly frequent picture, And 
may the ignorance which attaches so- 
cial stigma Hansen’s buried 
with witchcraft other medieval be- 
This was done Dal Curtis, the 
author the strip, make amends tor 
objectionable use the “odious” 
had made some months earlier. 


wrote Publishers Syndicate, 
Chicago, who releases the strip 
340 newspapers, for permission use 
THE STAR. Permission was granted 
Mr. Frank Perley and gave 
data the cartoonists, Marvin Brad- 
ley and Frank Edgington. then 
heard from and 
and still later from Dal Curtis. 


When the current series, featuring 
the problems discharged 
made its debut February, became 
increasingly eager know the story be- 
hind the strip. was then that through 
Time magazine became known that 
the author, who used the name Dal 
Curtis, was actually Dr. Nicholas 
Toledo, Ohio, psychiatrist. 
There were many questions wanted 
ask Dr. Dallis and hoped 
would see fit visit here. wrote, 
most anxious visit Carville, 
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free time has been 
limited that have 
been unable 
many the things that 
would like. Sometime 
during this year, how- 
ever, going set 
aside few days 
might come.” 

Then late March 
came phone call from 
Mr. Victor Ullman, 
explained 
that did the 
work for the Dr. 
comicstrip. was 
while the South. 
Victor Ullman per 
son with whom you 
quickly feel you have 
had 
ance. Our questions 
came rapidly, even for man who ac- 
customed giving answers. “How 
earth could Dr, Dallis have such ac- 
curate picture the problems faced 
patients after discharge?” asked. 
Ullman explained that had spent 
entire year doing research into it. 
had read every available scrap in- 
found anywhere includ- 
ing old newspaper clippings, “Every- 
thing that going happen the 
Rex Morgan strip has actually 
pened some ex-patient,” told us. 
“Nicky (Dr. Dallis) and have 
mented copies every bit it,” 
continued. Again mentioned how 
like know the cartoonists 
Dr. Dallis and able thank them 
personally. Mr, Ullman, man ac- 
tion, picked our telephone and 
placed call Toledo. moment 
two later said, “Nicky, have 
friends yours here who want talk 
you.” Each spoke few words 
appreciation Dr. Dallis and his 
very pleasant voice said, have had 
burning desire enter into the edu- 
cational campaign Hansen’s 
since that boner pulled. I’ve never 
been 2xcited about any series 
and have every confidence that this 
will another forward step the 
fight the truth about Hansen 
disease the public. I’m sure they will 
have more wholesome understanding 
when the sequence completed.” 

From Ullman learned that 
Dr. Dallis began producing the Rex 
Morgan strip when was 
medical school. had wanted 
for some time, but all his friends dis- 
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couraged him saying strip about 
doctor not sell. Then met 
Allen Saunders, the creator Mary 
Worth, Kerry Drake and other strips. 
Saunders encouraged him ahead 
try it. The success the Rex Mor- 
ang strip evidenced the number 
papers carrying and the fine articles 
appearing newspapers and 
magazines, 


Victor Ullman, former newspaper man, met 
Dr. Dallis during the war. was not 
some years later that they began working 
together the strip. 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch carried 
editorial about the strip April 12, 
1954. read part: “The latest 
cal crusade the purposely 
cal comicstrip physician Rex Morgan. 
M.D. has particular public interest, 
For young Dr. Morgan engaged 
overcoming community’s needless hys- 
teria about patient who actually has 
recovered from Hansen’s disease. 

“From time time the American 
press has waged its own crusades against 
the widespread ignorance 
rounds leprosy. not disease which 
creates incurable untouchable 
spreads like wildfire, merely creates 
patients, whose cases may indeed 
nearly contagious many immedi- 
dangerous ailments. 

“But the cruel social stigma 
conquered many places, even 
these United States. There chal- 
public enlightenment from 
unscientific, superstitious and dead 


Dallis also the creator the 
Packer comic-strip appearing 
225 papers, both these strips 
the primary aim education through 
the medium comic-strips. Only re- 
cently, Dr. Dallis received the Free- 
Foundation Fellowship 


‘strip for betterment public welfare. 


The Story Behind Rex M.D. 
“4 


The and G.I.’s Dream 


This story charity—real char- 
ity—charity that more than case 
number—charity linked with love 
mankind because one first loves God— 
charity, finally, which could bring into 
one orbit great prince the Church 

began one memorable day during 
World War Staff Sergeant Howard 
Crouch, genial, dynamic medic as- 
signed the Caribbean contingent lo- 
cated Sandy Gully, Jamaica, decided 
after some hesitation accompany the 
Army Chaplain visit Hansen’s 
Hospital the outskirts Spanish 
Town. 

Not that there was anything partic- 
ularly unusual about that—the patients 
and the Sisters haa long grown used 
showing groups around, from morbid 
thrill seekers the just plainly casually 
curious. What was unusual 
aftermath that visit; for, where 
others came stare hastened 
away forget, Sgt. Crouch could hard- 
bring himself leave. 

Touched any human would 
the sight ravaged bodies, saw 
through the keener miseries bewil- 
dered, frustrated souls. Upon 
turn camp, immediately set him- 
self interesting others the plight 
his new found friends, Before long 
there were other visits the colony— 
visits from G.I.’s, not leav- 
ing out Captains and Majors, bringing 
entertainment and treats, bandages and 
medicines. 

The patients began feel that 
(as they say 
Crouch, they had found friend who 
would not forget. was hard day for 
all the Home the day had say 
goodbye return the States. 

All that happened 1943 and early 
This year, 1954, that spark real 
charity has blazed light which 
reaching the four corners the globe; 
and red-robed Cardinal takes time 
from multiple and momentous duties 
personally commemorate the Tenth 
Anniversary the Damien-Dutton So- 
and pay tribute its 
than 5,000 members. 

Writes His Eminence, Francis Card- 
inal Spellman, known 
“G.I. every battlefield: 

“What the world now calls ‘Han- 
sen’s disease’ was, for Damien, scars 
love. Such were the five gaping wounds 
Our Crucified Savior—scars God’s 
love for His Risen Body, shin- 
ing robes glory, eternal 


Sister Mary Augustine, 


Reprinted from Marist Missions, 1954, Vol.X, No. 


Father Joseph Sweeney, Maryknoll priest, reci 


the 


Damien-Dutton Award, shown with Howard Crouch, director the Damien- 
Dutton Society. Sister Mary Augustine, Moderator the Society and editor 
Marist Missions, made the presentation the Award Luncheon held New 
Brunswick, N.J., Sunday, March 20. More than 300 guests were present and 
many messages came from all over the world. The banquet hall was massed 
red The luncheon was preceded Anniversary Mass St. 


Church. 


Father Sweeney, great man his humility, was deeply moved receiving 
the Award. Father Sweeney, known “Big Joe,” spent more than years 
working among patients with Hansen‘s disease China, founder and 
former director the Gate Heaven settlement Kongmoon, Chine. 
Last year and his assistants were expelled from China the Communists. 


promise them that their own scars 
can and must scars love for 

“Today,” continues, “we are told 
that there are more than four million 
men, women, and children—ninety per 
cent them mission lands—suffering 
from Hansen’s disease. The sadder fact 
that only ten percent these four 
million are receiving any care heal- 
would completely out 
concert with our following the Mas- 
ter, were not the first 
ranks those who hasten bring 
scars love for 

And this, definitely, the purpose 
the Society and the 
dream its founder and present Di- 
rector. Showing little signs the wear 
and tear civilian living, despite 
almost superhuman existence sand- 


wiching projects, lectures, 
radio talks, meetings and mission ex- 
hibits, with commuting from New 
Brunswick, N.J., courses Colum- 
bia for his doctorate Hospital Ad- 
ministration, Howard 
ages produce colorful quarterly 
known The Damien-Dutton Call, 
Beginning, upon his return the 
States, with small circle friends 
New Jersey and St. Louis, 
with the intention providing person- 
alized Christmas cheer individually 
wrapped packages for each patient 
the Spanish Town Hansen’s hospital, 
the circle grew, and did the field. 
the Society aids, not only Ja- 
but hospitals for India, 
Guadalcanal and Bougainville 
the Solomons and Indo-China, 
Last year inaugurated the annual 
page 
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The Man Who Came Gook Dinner 


The man who came cook dinner 
this hospital and stayed for years 
and months left March 
Charles “Chef” Clayton was auto- 
matically separated for retirement 
the mandatory nature age require- 
ment for Civil Service employees 
the Public Health Service, “Otherwise,” 
said Chef Clayton, like nothing 
better than stay here for 
years cooking for friends, the 
patients.” 

Clayton native Louisi- 
anian. has cooked some New 
leading hotels and restaurants. 
was “between jobs” December 
1926 when was offered 
one-day job this hospital, then called 
U.S. Marine Hospital. About 175 med- 
ical students from Tulane University 
were expected visit Carville 
needed cook prepare dinner. “So 
came and cooked dinner,” Chef 
Clayton officials con- 
gratulated and asked would 
like cook for the They 
showed the kitchen the patients’ 
cafeteria and fell love with it. 
came back week later (December 
1926), and I’ve been here ever since.” 


“Anyone who doesn’t love his job 

and have real interest doesn’t 
accomplish anything,” Chef Clayton 
declared. always did best, but 
was not always easy please everybody 
because the people here are many 
different Through tne 
years Carville’s patient enrollment has 
included natives states and 
foreign countries. Racial, religious, 
nomic, vecational differences 
exist here they any commun 
ity, but some these differences have, 
Chef Clayton and his associates, such 
the Orthodox Jewish patient whe 
would eat nothing but Kosher food 
and the Hindu patient whose religion 
prohibited certain But Chef 
Clayton concluded, “It was all 
day’s work, just like the pounds 
rice have steamed dry every day here 
the past years.” 
March 1954, Chef Clayton was 
71. celebrated his birthday just 
has done every other birthday since 
coming Carville. cooked his own 
birthday dinner, sumptuous one, for 
the entire patient body. The patients 
sang the happy birthday song their 
host but the refrain this year struck 
blue note, and Chef Clayton was visibly 
moved. managed husky, “thank 
you, thank you,” and retreated the 
kitchen. 
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Charles “Chef” Clayton 


Speaking the changes the phys- 
ical plant and the patients them- 
selves found conditions when 
first came here more than quarter 
century ago and today, Chef Clay- 
ton said simply compari- 
son, The patients are not 
gruntled some them used be. 
were always few people who 
complained ‘you don’t put enough sea- 
soning your food;’ told them 
seasoned food moderately, and you 
can always add seasoning but you can’t 
take out. The atmosphere the 
place entirely different and the pa- 
tients look well,” Chef 
Clayton deserves small part the 
for improvements noted. Doc- 
tors agree that proper nutrition 
extremely important factor the treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease. 

One Chef Clayton’s proudest pos- 
sessions gold medal given him 
Catherine Sullivan after had 
here for years. The medal 
ciation years loyal and efficient 
service, Sister 
was then Sister Superior and chief diet- 
itian here, Chef Clayton recalls that 
she told him, “this medal will take 
you all over the world.” Once when 
was hospitalized New Orleans, Chef 
Clayton asked the nurse might 
have telephone his room (the 
horses were probably running). The 
nurse said “no” this was contrary 
medal.” “Go get Mr, Clayton tele- 
phone,” the nurse directed attend- 


the early days when there was 
fat budget, Sister Catherine used 
tell the Chef, here please the 
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patients and anything they want, 
will try get.” (And they did tool). 
The Sunday dinners 
and the meals holidays were lavish 
spreads from Cyprian Bay Oyster 
cocktail ice cream, and tender roast 
turkey with pecan dressing the piece 
resistance. hot summer days the 
Chef would sometimes serve 
crabs and Saratoga chips under the 
Oaks, help encourage participation 
patients the newly created Little 
Theatre group back the Chef 
Clayton and Sister Catherine co- 
operated giving the players such 
wiches and lemon pie. (Casting trou- 
bles lessened considerably) 

Some Chef Clayton’s culinary art 
was almost too much for some Car- 
villians. remember once when 
served chicken ‘Frenchy,’ 
asked me, ‘what that stew there?’ 
said ‘that isn’t stew, that’s chicken 
king.’ told him take some and 
try it. did, little while later 
came back and said, ‘You know, that 
stew good yeah! think have 
some Chef Clayton was 
reminiscent mood, thought the 
Mexican lady who pointed the arti- 
chokes with drawn butter and said 
him, “Why you cook those things, 
could not eat them.” asked, 
part them did you She said, 
tried eat all.” “So showed her 
eat artichokes.” 

Chef Clayton has worked under 
every Medical Officer Charge 
hospital has had and had good 
word say for all them. “They 
never interferred with work.” 
has seen hundreds other employees 
come and go. Before leaving Carville, 
was presented with silver scroll 
mounted mahogany plaque, 
his fellow employees, “in recognition 
years loyal and faithful serv- 
ice.” 

The immediate future holds vaca- 
tion Texas and California for Chef 
Clayton, his return New Or- 
leans where will live, intends 
spend lot time “going 
one his hobbies, and course, there 
are always the races. also inter- 
ested other sports events, since 
was once featherweight boxer, and 
boxed with Pete Herman, New 
leans’ world bantamweight 
champion, Long-range plans include 
Chef Clayton again donning his white 
cap and apron, can make his 
mind which several attractive 
offers accept. 
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Louisiana State University and Garville 


George Saltzman 


Young Saltzman from New Or- 
leans junior the School Jour- 
has made several Carville but 
until his first trip February had 
previous knowledge the subject. 
Since then has written feature ar- 
ticle about Carville for his 
class and has become extremely in- 
terested our educational program. 
George for L.S.U.’s Daily 
working newsman. One more Fourth 
Esiater whom can count. 


Louisiana University students 
have great diversity opinions con- 
cerning Carville, patients with 
disease, and the life they lead. They 
range from the ridiculous some 
surprising knowledge others, 
complete lack knowledge opinion 
others, 

One line thinking L.S.U. 
people who have either been Car- 
ville who have extensively 
about it. They have generally 
that there are others who have wrong 
notions and prejudices, 

There was girl, junior from New 
Orleans, who had been Carville and 
who showed the manner which 
she answered questions. Her answers 
were accord with everything had 
come know Carville. 

Bill Rivers, member the School 

Journalism faculty, also 
class. has written articles 
ville the past concerning the hospital 
school and the work THE STAR. 

Another Journalism faculty member, 
Dr, Osborn, was the cause situa- 
tion with slightly ironic twist. 
vocabulary-building course, made 
“social leper” without 
thinking. When questioned his use 
the phrase, admitted they had been 
poor words use. 

turned out was another who 
looked Carville the true light, 
and made full explanation the 
class why the words should not 
used. 

Many students who have visited Car- 
ville for one reason another must 
fall into this group. 
Many courses require field trips and 
some them are Carville, Students 
who are reluctant, but who become 
quainted this manner almost invari- 
ably wind with favorable 
sions. 

The same couid said for the wives 
faculty members who made recent 


visit. They came group and left 
with greater understanding and 
consideration for Hansen’s disease pa- 
tients. 

the ridiculous class, girl, also 
junior from New Orleans, seemed 
dumbfounded when began inter- 
view her. incredulous voice she 
had been there. When 
said had, she wanted know how 
gotten and out and whether be- 
ing was dangerous, and she 
meant it. She that because 
had been there could some way 
infect her, 

After assured her that harm 
could come her, she hesitantly al- 
lowed herself interviewed. her 
mind completely distorted picture 
hed been built up. She believed that 
outsiders were allowed come and 
go, that the patients were 
invalids, that the disease was 
contracted through contact, and 
that having visited the place was 
menace society. 

dent who (or was) friend mine, 
who refuses come near him. 
becomes terrified try touch 
The first time this happened 
thought was joking, but soon after 
saw was serious. won’t give 
good reason for his actions, saying that 
he’d just rather left alone. 

When tried refute the miscon- 
ceptions these two people they stub- 
bornly refused convinced. Their 
opinions had been formed and had be- 
come inflexible. Sadly, there are too 
many such people, every- 
where. They have some way acquired 
fixed ideas and they refuse let them 
go. their doubts could some way 
abolished, the social stigma which 
attaches itself so-called leprosy pa- 
tients would ali but overcome. 

final classification proved 
the most interesting and encouraging. 
The people this class have little 
knowledge Carville, other than that 
the place patients with Han- 
sen’s disease are hospitalized, 

Yet the interview wore on, they 
invariably took interest and find 
the interview would reverse with 
answering their questions. 

began see the significance this 
after few such interviews. These peo- 
ple had previously built-up fears 
prejudices, they were just lacking 
information. began wonder mav- 
this wasn’t the class that could prove 
most useful Carville, they could 
given facts. 
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They are interested. 
one them expressed visit 
Combine that interest with 
proper information and add them 
numbers who already regard the situa- 
the proper light, and good 
start toward encouraging pubiic 
standing could made while abolish- 
ing public ignorance. 

Can done? Not that die-hard 
minority. But the group that have 


found the majority, emphatically, 
YES. 


Exhibit 


Among the many exhibits the 1954 
Conference the National Society for 
the Prevention Blindness, Inc., held 
.Louis, Mo., March 10-12, was 
important one entered the Armed 
Forces Institute Pathology, Washing- 
ton, D.C. The exhibit was 
charge Sgt. Antonio Cortizas, one 
Carville’s staunchest friends. The title 
the exnibit was “Organisms Identi- 
fied Inflamatory Lesions Eyes 
the Regisiry Ophthalmic Pathology.” 
disease was included the 
material presented. Sgt. Cortizas 
time continue his work here 
artificial pigmentation, the medical ver- 
sion tattooing. 


Dream 


Damien-Dutton Award, presented, 
the first instance Stanley Stein, edi- 
tor the patients’ magazine, THE 
STAR, Carville, Louisiana, “for out- 
standing contribution public know- 
ledge the true facts Hansen’s dis- 
ease.” This year the award, pre- 
sented conjunction with the Tenth 
Anniversary Luncheon, will made 
outstanding personal service 
bringing and aid victims 
Hansens 

Says Howard: “Our aim bring 
through recreational and medical 
under Catholic auspices, H.D. 
patients, race, color 
creed. are still expanding and hope 
one day help, not seven H.D. hospi- 
tels but seventy times seven. This 
sound like impossible dream, but 
have the support all our friends and 
their friends. easy that—believe 

Says His Eminence, Cardinal 
man: “In gratitude God bless 
the Damien-Dutton Society.” 


April 


‘ 


and Alone 


Acclaimed Best Broadcast 


With eager anticipation, 
dents this community tuned their 
radios Saturday evening, April 
when the American Legion Auxiliary 
released through the National Broaa- 
casting Co., the dramatic program, 
Stranger, and Alone,” with excellent 
cast, headed Everette Sloane. Some 
feel that this program could not 
have come more opportune time 
and hard imagine how 
could have stirred people’s thinking 
greater degree. The script was force- 
fully handled Edgar Marvin, New 
York. This the third coast-to-coast 
broadcast given the National Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary promote bet- 
ter understanding Hansen’s disease 
and all three scripts were prepared 
Marvin. 

The first broadcast, Ghost and 
Bell” was aired August 1947, 
when Mrs. Norton Pearl, Detroit, 
was national president the Auxiliary. 
This broadcast brought more mail our 
way than have ever received before 
since. 

The second script, “To Bell the 
Ghost,” was heard April 1950, 
ing the presidency Mrs, Norman 
Sheehe, Rockford, This broadcast 
came noon Palm Sunday and 
too many people had either not re- 
turned from Church were enjoying 
dinner, and didn’t hear it. 

When this year’s national president, 
Mrs. Harold Burdette, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
visited Carville, last February, there was 
much talk the current trend 
patients returning their homes. Mrs. 
Burdette asked there was any way 
which the Auxiliary could assist- 
ance, Aline Stribbling, president the 
local Spann Unit 188, made the 
suggestion that coast-to-coast broad- 
cast, explaining the difficulties 
tered the discharged patient upon re- 
his home town, could 
inestimable value those patients. 

short time after her visit, Mrs. Bur- 
wrote Aline saying that she 
taking action the suggestion 
the national radio chairman, 
Mrs. Howard McKay, Springfield, 
ceived phone call from Edgar Marvin 
that had been given 
the assignment write the script. 

Thursday morning, April 
from Doris Corwith, produccr 
the broadcast NBC New York, 
ieached announcing the hour and 
date release. Mrs. Corwith, promi 
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nent Auxiliary circles, known 
from Auxiliary meeting Galves- 
ton. Texas, several years ago. The 
arrived the morning the 
broadcast, The production was directed 
Harry Frazee. 

One the letters received since the 
brcadcast read something 
“Will you kindly send the rest 
story? are eager know how 
his problem was finally solved.” 
that person, and all our readers, 
say this: one could anxious 
about Dan’s future we, who still live 
community and are looking 
ward yet with some inner 
uncertainty, the time when we, too, 
shall eligible leave here return 
our homes. ‘The end Dan’s story 
your hands—shall the experiences 
Dan the radio script and Jim 
the Rex Morgan, M.D. comic strip 
multiplied the number patients 
who want begin life again outside 
the hospital? Will you enter into the 
campaign spreading truths replace 
fallacies surrounding our illness? 
will you Dan’s employer, filled 
with fear his former illness; 
submit the treatment Jim and his 
family are enduring. Yes, the end 
men and women who have regained 
their health and desire only the op- 
portunity earning livelihood, The 
treatment these ex-patients receive 
their own communities will tell the 
nal chapters the 

owe debt gratitude each 
and everyone concerned with the prod- 
uction Stranger, and Alone” but 
most especially Mrs. Harold 
dette, national president the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, for her under- 
standing our heart-to-heart talk with 
her when she visited with us. 

The broadcast has brought letters 
inquiry from over half the states 
cur great U.S. and there are still 
stations carrying delayed broad- 
cast, more mail can expected. 
would like see transcriptions this 
program played club meetings from 
one end our country the other 
that ever-widening audience would 
learn the problems facing ex-patients. 


annual meeting the Medical 
Olficers Charge the various Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospitals will 
held D.C., from April 
ficer Charge this hospital, will 
attendance. 


THE 
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The University California, Berke- 
ley and Los Angeles, through its Public 
Information department, sponsors 
weekly radio program (CBS) featuring 
Hale Sparks who known “The 
University Explorer.” March 21, 
the one thousand, three hundred and 
broadcast this series was given 
over discussion “Leprosy and 

One our San Francisco readers 
thoughtfully sent copy the script 
and found informative and right 
the minute, even including 
reference the current Rex Morgan, 
M.D., comic strip, 

Commenting the fact that modern 
medicine often refers the illness 
Hansen’s disease, The 
“Of course, calling the illness 
other name does not make any easier 
heal, but may help clear away 
some the superstition and 
ing terror has long surrounded 
leprosy. This unwarranted fear, known 


-as leprophobia, almost distressing 


the victims the disease itself.” 

The Explorer obtained much his 
information from Dr. Joon Lew, prof- 
essor bacteriology Severance 
Union Medical College, Korea, and 
from Dr. Charles Carpenter, pro- 
fessor infectious diseases the Med- 
ical School the University Califor- 
nia Los Angeles. Dr. Carpenter has 
investigated various phases Hansen’s 
disease for the past twenty years, and 
Dr. Lew conducting research this 
country preparatory returning 
Korea with the latest methods treat- 
ment. 

The Explorer reported that Dr. Lew 
had secured results ser- 
ies isoniazid (the new anti-TB drug) 
experiments with rats infected with 
what called leprosy,” (not 
Hansen’s disease, but said similar 
it). Dr, Lew encouraged that 
plans try the same technique 
patients when returns Korea 
the near future. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 


When sending your new address, 
kindly include, also, your old ad- 
dress. This assistance loca- 
ting your stencil our files. 
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Johnny “Flash for Cash” Harris 


One the warmest, friendliest, most 
likeable guys ever patient 
this community has been 
Johnny Harris, photographer for THE 
STAR, has gone home. Actually 
Johnny has been discharged for several 
years but that time, about 1946, 
elected stay here and have 
never had more useful citizen. 


Johnny first came Carville 1935, 
After treatment with Chaulmoogra oii, 
was discharged 1938. went 
back his job draftsman for 
and half years until found had 
reactivated. Not knowing anything 
the new sulfone treatments, returned 
out the rest his days here, 


Upon his return, started photog- 
raphy shop. 1944 when THE STAR 
was converted from mimeographed 
printed publication, Johnny be- 
came our official photographer. 
was one the most valuable members 
THE STAR staff and his loss will 
greatly felt. Johnny’s work has not 
been limited THE STAR. has 
been such high quality that 
tures have appeared such publica- 
tions Esquire, Colliers, Time, News- 
week, New York Mirror, St, Louis Post- 
Dispatch, Chicago Sun, New Orleans 


Times-Picayune, the Associated Press 
News Service and others. 


Johnny, 42, married and the father 
two fine healthy children, boy and 
girl, who are living with relatives. 
Johnny met his wife, winsome Lou- 
isianian French extraction, during 
his first stint Carville. was the 
teacher the hospital school 
anne, also patient, was one his 
pupils. According Johnny, “She 
didn’t like and went out her way 
show it, got even with her 
marrying her.” 


Johnny hopes the day will not 
far off when can unite his family. 
But since his wife not yet discharged, 
left without her. However plans 
visit Lianne about every two weeks. 
never know left.” 

Johnny quite classical music fan 
and Lianne shares this enthusiasm. 
likes the kind that “rocks the founda- 
tions,” but also partial Strauss 
waltzes. all depends what mood 
in. has other hobbies, too. 
quite artist. does sketching 
and oil painting and often 
varied talents wood working, 
built toy electric train present 
for his son (that’s what 
prides himself being able make 
something cut nothing and some 
his creations have been rare and won- 
derful, but they worked. 


For years, Johnny’s shop has been 
one the busiest spots the com- 
ville, and was “must” for all visitors. 
conducts with puckish humor 
and friendliness, and polite observa- 
tion, slight query show inter- 
est usually enough get him started 
his subject, photography. 
proud possessor Rolleiflex camera, 
“Pretty expensive,” says the practical 
Johnny. “But can dream, can’t 
says the idealistic Johnny. 

Through all his trials 
tions, Johnny has built truly won- 
derful outlook life. When asked 
about his impressions, had this 
say: things thought very im- 
portant when first came Carvilic 
longer seem important. not 
think terribly important ac- 
quire lot money just long 
you have enough live upon fairly 
well. When you something for the 


The House that Johnny Built for Lianne 


located Cottage Grove the 
rear the hospital grounds. With the 
help few jellow patients, Johnny 
built his place practically from scratch, 
starting with old cemeni storage 
shed feet. was three times 
that size and cost six times much 
the shed the time the job was fin- 
ished. 


cther fellow, even small thing, 
you feel you had accomplished 
something. gives you that certain in- 
ner During his years Car- 
ville, Johimy has done plenty for the 
other fellow. gave all lift, and 
mean this, literally well figura- 
tively. One Johnny’s duties was 
drive the American Legion station wag- 
on, taking. patients back and forth 
authorized vacations, This did with 
and with keen understanding the 
unusual problems which sometimes 
arose. 


Johnny really quite paradox. 
times his spirit will bubble over with 
energy and enthusiasm, and the next 
instant will present the perfect pic- 
ture quiet, conservative fellow, 
hand, dreamer who listens rev- 
erently Chopin Beethoven, but 
the other methodical carpenter 
who works patiently turn out some 
the most practical 
cabinet work the community. 


Paradox not, Johnny’s 
has created great void life Car- 
ville, and everyone who has come 
know him will miss him greatly, 

* * * 


Before ihe business photgraphy 
made such heavy demands on_ his 


time, versatile Harris did cartoons for 
STAR. Here carry some 
them, ones consider among the best 
Johnnie’s drawings. 


The 


Best 
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was happy 93rd birthday for Grandma Hutson who being congratulated 
Chaplain Carl Elder. Sister Victoria cutting the big birthday cake. 


birthday party was held March 


for the oldest living patient Car- 
ville. Mrs. Emma Hutson, better known 
Grandma, who was years old 
that day, was given the party with 
the trimmings, including ice cream 
cake and presents, 

Grandma tall, slender 


haired, with face that deeply fur- 
rowed. She gives the impression hav- 
ing tolerant understanding life, 
but that doesn’t mean she intends 
serenely live out the rest her years 
Carville. She looks forward the day 
when she will discharged and very 
impatient with the delays and circum- 


stances which keep her from enjoying 
her great grandchildren and her great 
great grandchild. 


Grandma was born Pike County. 
Ohio, March 27, 1861. Her father 
was Cherokee Indian from 
and her mother was Virginian, De. 
spite Hansen’s disease, 
managed outlive her five brothers 
and sisters, except one sister, who 
young 92. 

During her life, Grandma has been 
stranger hard work. Her early life 
wes spent her father’s 25-acre farm, 
where she had work from sunup 
sundown, plowing the field with oxen, 
cutting and husking corn 
ping wood. the age 13, she was 
out cook for family 14, 
and she remembers working many long 
hours get all the work done. Fortun- 
ately, she has always been large for 
age and strong, and she could lift 
sack wheat corn her shoulder 
and walk like man, which put her 
good stead withstand her rigorous 
existence. 


Grandma was admitted Carvilie 
1947, coming from the Los. Angeles 
County Hospital, California, 

Life goes for Grandma, with the 
hope sustaining her that she will some 
day reunited with her whole family 
Happily, Grandma Hutson with her ir- 
domitable spirit, likely live past 
100. 


Sister Catherine Visits With Friends 


was like old home week 
Sister Catherine Sullivan, Vis- 
itatrix, Daughters Charity St. Vin- 
cent Paul, with for visit during 
the week March 20. her many 
friends the patient body, Sister Cath- 
erine the same kindly, understand- 
ing person that knew and admired 
her years duty this hos- 
pital, prior 1936 when she went 
the Motherhouse Normandy, Mo. 


Sister Catherine’s duties head 
this Order Sisters the Western 
Prevince keeps her very busy and en- 
tails much travel. When she begins vis- 
iting with she knew when 
was stationed here, though the 
years have been bridged for she viv- 
idly remembers each one us, She 
likes know where this former patient 
now living, and has been work- 
ing and staying well. You never feel 
that you are taking too much Sister 
Catherine’s time for she chats with you 
though she, too, enjoying it. There 
nature, merry twinkle her eyes and 
ever ready laugh. 

Through the years she has been vital- 
interested our efforts with 
STAR. this visit she renewed the 
subscriptions for medical and nurs- 
ing libraries that she has underwritten 


for several years. her position, Sister 


Catherine frequently has the opportun 
ity speaking groups about Carville. 


THE STAR 


her heart always here, anyway, 
she able speak with intimate 
knowiedge the many problems fac- 
ing patients. Some the finest articles 
ever carried STAR were writ- 
ten for Sister Catherine. When 
the Surgeon General’s National Advis- 
ory Committee Hansen’s disease 
the Public Health Service was 


Sister Catherine had the distinc- 


tion being the only women the 
committee. She also attended the 5th 
International Leprosy Congress, which 
met Havana, Cuba, 1948, and 
served the committee considering 
the resolution abandon the word 

This summer, Sister Catherine will 
tour Europe, and she may Japan 
later this year where new Community 
for the Sisters Charity will opened. 


Kindly make your checks money 
erders payable THE STAR avoid con- 
fusion cashing them. 


x. 
— 


our work sometimes have the 
pleasure meeting people from 
ferent walks life and from various 
parts the world. find these 
views stimulating and interesting. 

One morning Father Edward Bou- 
dreaux, Catholic Chaplain this hos- 
pital, dropped with Father Otmer 
Gallagher, O.F.M., Cap., Trujillo 
Alto, Puerto Rico. Father Otmer was 
three months furlough the 
States and enroute his home Penn- 
sylvania for visit with his family. 

Father Otmer serves Chaplain 
the Puerto Rico, located 
about miles from San Juan. There 
are about patients the 
and they are receiving sulfone therapy, 
according Father Otmer. 

One thing that Father was very em- 
phatic about was the erroneous idea 
many people have that great sac- 
said, such foolish idea and 
like erase from people’s think- 
ing.” 

* * * 

Young Bok Moon, Taegu, Korea, has 
been the chief technician the Pres- 
byterian Taegu Hospital since 1934. 
When Mr. Moon visited here late 
March, were printing the 
spread the March 1954 STAR. Chap- 
lain Carl Elder and Mr. Moon wete 
the pressroom watching the run. 
Suddenly, Mr, Moon all but shouted, 
“Why look that picture the center. 
Rev. Henderson was principal the 
school attended Korea and now 
son attends the same Rev. 
Henderson the new General 
Secretary the American 
with headquarters New York, and 
spent years Korea under the 
pices the Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sion Board. This the same organiza- 
tion that sponsoring Mr. Moon’s 
studies the United States. 

Mr. Moon has been studying Har- 
vard Medical School, Boston, under 
Hanks the Department Bac- 
teriology and Immunology, for the past 
months. has just obtained 


1954 


degree Master Science Hy- 

giene, having majored micro-biology. 

When returns Korea May, 

Moon plans resume his work 

Hospital. 

Lewis, Spokane, Washing- 
ton, found much mutual interest 
discuss with Chaplain Elder when 
visited here early March. Dr. Lewis 
has served China, under the sponsor- 
ship the Presbyterian Mission Board, 
WWII ard again more recent 
years. His present plans for 
signment Thailand and that the 
mission field where the Elder’s served 
until they were interned POW’s 
WWII. For the past year, Dr. Lewis 
has been loan from his mission 
interdenominational movement 
terest students foreign mission work. 

* * * 

Dr. Melchor Santos, the Bu- 
reau Hospitals, Manila, Philippines, 
has been the States since last October 
visiting hospitals and industrial plants 
connection with hospitals, Dr. 
Administration Fellow and making 
the trip under the auspices the State 
Department. spent weekend early 
April this hospital going over the 
plant. Upon his return the Philip- 
administrators team. 

% * 

Mrs. Myrtle Anderson, Plaquemine, 
La., Home Demonstration Agent for 
Iberville Parish, brought Miss Janine 
Guadry Lyon, France, our 
tal for visit March, Miss Guadry 


Members the Home Demonstra- 
tion Club Point Coupee Parish 
(above), under the leadership Mrs, 
Morgan, New Roads, La., toured 
our community March. Mr. 
Rickman, Jr., director community 
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studying Home Demonstration work 
Louisiana for year under the spon- 
sorship the women’s Home Demon- 
stration Clubs this state. Miss Guad- 
lives the homes different farm 
families where there are 4-H members 


observe farm life the United 
States, present she staying the 
home Mr. and Mrs. Edward Schex- 
nayder, Bayou Goula. Miss Gaudry also 
attends special meetings Louisiana 


State University Baton Rouge, 
* * 


group from the “New Comers 
Club” Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, organization facul- 
wives, was brought here for visit 
earlier this year. The trip was planned 
Mrs. Megginson, These wom- 
en, all now living Baton Rouge, are 
from many states and some them ex- 
pressed pay return visit 


later date. 


Coming events cast their shadow, and 
while Christmas seems long way 
ahead us, Miss Ann Koenig, Division 
Personnel Supervisor, and Mrs. Carlyle 
Clark, District Personnel Supervisor, 
the Southern Bell Telephone Co., New 
Orleans, think the Yule season nearer 
than think. 

They spent several hours with mem- 
bers THE STAR staff, March 29, 
going over plans for the Telephone 
Women’s Activities Club Louisiana 
again purchase personalized Christ- 
mas presents for all patients. 
former years, the women plan come 
our community and deliver the gifts 
person. 


activities, brought the group see 
THE STAR plant. Since their return 
home, have had letters from 
expressing their enjoyment visiting 
our community and their pleasure 
finding the residents friendly. 


News and Needs Patients 
Other Countries 


“Due tothe fact that through- 
out the world movement 
ihe age-old stigma attached the term 
and that this now becoming 
acutely felt Nigeria, the 
sion has agreed change the name de- 
our leprosy work. are 
new carrying cut the the 
tist Leprosy This word recent- 
came Dr, Goldie, South- 
crn Baptist missionary Nigeria. 
explained that the name had been 
tist Leper Colony. feel that you will 
glad this change,” said, Dr. 
Goldie also called some 
their needs, “We are urgent need 
sheets, etc. prefer the three 
tour inch widths; however, other widths 
are acceptable. There are more than 
150 patients the Ogbomosho Settle- 
ment alone who need daily dressings, 
using these bandages. There are least 
100 the other nine who 
receive similar dressings daily. 
these bandages are ‘worth their weight 
One the greatest contribu- 
tions that can made the work 
the continuous supply these band- 
ages churches home, can also 
use old socks (need not pairs). 
These socks are used the feet pa- 
tients cover the dressings and 
bandages and keep them clean. Most 
the natives not wear socks 
shoes. 

“All packages should sent the 
Baptist Leprosy Service, Care Dr. 
Box 26, Ogbomosho, Brit- 
ish West Africa. There are certain post- 
the Post Office should consulted 
about this. Please sure that the cus- 
toms declaration made out follows: 
Rolled bandage for use Baptist Lep- 
rosy COMMERCIAL 
VALUE, have difficulty with 
custom duties when parcels are marked 
this way.” 

* * * 


For many years the American Missions, 
Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., N.Y., has been soliciting 
gifts bandages, children’s 
clothes and warm scarves for their work 
abroad. Not long ago, the Rev. 
the Mission’s Western secretary, 
sent forty cartons Okinawa. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, 


General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 


Burgesses Complete World Tour 
Hospitals With Carville Visit 


Perry and Cora Burgess 


The last stop eight month 
around the world tour Hospitals 
Mr, and Mrs. Perry Burgess, Geneva, 
Vhio, was brief stop over this hos- 
pital March 25. was good 
with these friends and brought 
date conditions, they found 
them, other hospitals where 
are being treated for Hansen’s disease. 

Mr. Burgess President the Leon- 
Wood Memorial and his charming 
wife, Cora, public relations directcr 
the organization. The Memorial 
dedicated the eradication 
disease and their motto the 
extent its financial ability, leave 
scientific step untaken that holds 
any promise tinding the ultimate 
lution for leprosy.” 

Last fall, the Burgesses sailed from 
New York route Madrid, Spain, 
attend the “Sixth International Con- 
gress Leprology.” After the 
ence they went India, where they 
were guests the government. Spend- 
ing two months the East they visited 
hospitals and Burma, 
and the Philippines, where they 
visited with Dr. Wade, president 
the “International Leprosy Associa- 
tion” and editor the Association’s 
ficial publication, Dr. Wade’s work 
orial’s Culion Sanitar- 
medical director the Memorial. The 
Burgesses, also, visited Japan and 
Hawaii before returning the States. 
Mr. Burgess said that everywhere 
went found approval the Mem- 
orial’s program clinical evaluation 
drugs used treating 
said, the first time have 
learned scientific method for measur- 
ing the comparative values 
drugs the treatment the disease.” 

Having already written two 
Perry Burgess currently working 
another with the tentative title 
Medals For Marciano. will deal with 
what happened patients, doctors and 
nurses Cebu and Culion the Phii- 
ippines during WWII. 
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dents Mississippi State Penitentiary 
Parchman, Mississippt: 

This that long-promised 
write does not mean one for- 
often write letters our 
wonders where time takes its flight. 
never forget the that 
felt when read the article your 
paper, Deserves Public Thanks.” 
heart was moved tears, read 
your article time when needed 
assurance, when was most anxious fer 
encouragement. read when 
wanted keep faith and believe the 
ultimate good, what heights are 
zble climb when know have 
friends willing “boost” up, and 
the same token, what depths des- 
sink without their support. 
Nothing bolsters our optimism the 
knowledge that have people behind 
us, who are with joy and advers- 
ity, not only today, but every day. Cog- 
nizant this fact, and aware that 
not alone fight, feel can en- 
dure all. isn’t easy take with 
grace the constant threats deporta- 
tion, show when one 
anxious give voice;—it human 
concerned and apprehea- 
sive. 

know you anxious know 
outcome the hearing March 
seems action was not taken the bil! 
due some technicality. counsei, 
Mr. Kleinpeter, tells that the com- 
mittee who investigated the bill seemed 
favorable; Congressman Morrison 
thinks that soon this technicality 
ironed out, will only question 
few weeks. From where am, the 
looks brighter. The papers com- 
mented that the “chances for citizen 
ship are very good.” With all the pas- 
sionate conviction one who hopes, 
want very much believe that statc. 
ment, 

When things look bleakest, have 
only reread your article and shall 
diaw from sustaining strength and 
the faith that all good things come 
those who wait. 


Apri! 
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Poor Fish! 


swear some them must weigh 
much ten pounds, fifteen pound; 
maybe twenty!” Fish story? Well, yes. 
but quite switch from the usual vari- 
ety. The speaker, one the patients, 
was not talking about his catch, 
was telling the ladies Carville’s 
ing chair brigade about the poor fish 
Lake Johansen, Recently, aimost 
entire stock fish the lake floated 
the top deader than the proverbial 
Mackerel (see cut), much the 
may local residents, particularly the 
Izaak Waltons. 

March 22, Mr, George Craig 
the Louisiana Department Wildlite 
and Fisheries Lake Johansen 
run series tests. determined 
that from standpoint purity and 
temperature, the water was very good 
but that the lack oxygen the water 
accounted for the loss the fish. 
was explained that lack oxygen 
due lack rain and fresh water. 

There are those here who contend 
that water irom well would solve the 
problem. There old well Lake 
from which water was pumped into 
the lake and long this 
was followed there was trouble. But 
has been stated, “water from well 
would not solve the problem because 
water pumped from the ground con- 
tains oxygen. Such water would have 
pumped twenty feet into the air 
enabling absorb oxygen from the 
air before falling into the lake.” 

The poor fisn have become 
conversation piece, There school 
thought, perhaps the predominating 
one, right wrong, that the lack 
oxygen the water was not caused 
the lack rain but the large quan- 
fresh dirt which slid down into 
the lake when the levee was being re- 
inforced. There are others who stoutiy 
maintain, “if they would plant. some 
trees the lake, we’d have darting 
fish, not dead cnes.” 


Lake Johansen fan shaped body 
water about half mile long and 
covering acres. Here 
patients enjoy boating and fishing 
The natural setting picturesque with 
the north and west end the lake sur- 
rounded Spanish moss, festooned 
press and oak trees, providing ideal 
spot for picnic parties, especially the 
good old summer time. 

The lake was the dream-come-true 
project Dr. Johansen, our for- 
mer Medical Officer Charge, 
whom named. 


Sports 


The Point Clair Indians, 
tients’ softball team, once champions 
the River will not repres- 
sented the league this season, 
many former players have been 
charged that there not 
playing material make team. 
The freshmen either didn’t have the 
stuff, they weren’t interested. How- 
ever, local softball fans will see the 
River League action the Pt. Clair 
stadium other teams this league, 
from Baton Rouge and St. Gabriel, 
have agreed schedule some their 
games here. 


The Fifth Point Clair 
Invitational Golf 
sored the Patients’ Federation and 
the Golf Club will take place here 
May Golfers from New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge are expected enter the 
tournament. Merchandise prizes are be- 
ing offered, such caddy carts, golf 
bags and balls, 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 
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Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 
know any way can 
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the Local Scene 


The parlor the Protestant Chapel 
was very attractively arranged for the 
ladies’ night dinner party given the 
Clair Lions Club Wednesday 
evening, April President Darryl 
introduced District Governor 
Leon Hebert and his guest Mc- 
both members the North Bat- 
Rouge Lions Club, who drove 
our community attend this special 
gathering. District Governor Hebert 
gave fine talk Lions 
sight conservation, before 
inducting two new members into the 
Pt. Clair Club, 

Father Edward Boudreaux, Catholic 
Chaplain this hospital, was among 
the Club’s dinner guests. Chaplain 
Carl Elder member the local 
Lions Club, Some forty members and 
guests participated enjoyable 
evening fun, song, good friendly con- 
versation and dinner. 

Sunday afternoon and evening, 


25, the Pt. Clair Lions Club will 


the Jolly Social Club benefit, 
annual event raise funds for our 
handicapped The Pt. 
Club has donated Samsonite men’s 
two suiter and THE STAR has given 
the matching women’s 
case raffled this occasion, Lion 
Joe Santos chairman the Benetit 
and the entire membership the. Pt. 
Clair Club will give their time this 
worthwhile activity. 
* * 

Following custom established sev- 
eral years ago, the National Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary, through 
the national hospital chairman, Mrs. 
Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
providing Easter lilies for both Chap- 
els and for the Club Lounge Easter 
Sunday. 

The women the Spann Unit 
188, American Legion Auxiliary will 
entertain the entire patient body with 
Easter party April 18. This group 
hard working women, headed 
Aline Stribbling president, frequent- 
plans parties for everyone’s enjoy- 
ment. 

Plans are now being laid Unit 188 
for gala celebration hospital day. 
May 12, the recently constructed pat- 
io. Outdoor furnishings for area 
are being provided auxiliary units 
throughout the States, under the direc- 
tion Mrs, Lainson lowa, this 
year’s national chairman 
the Auxiliary. Tentative plans for 
the patio opening call for music and 
dancing under the stars, 
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This the time year when 
ceive many requests for material for 
papers. But this Spring our mail 
heavier than usual with comments 
the Rex Morgan, M.D. strip, current- 
featuring the problems the dis- 
charged patient from this hospital. The 
American Legion Auxiliary’s radio 
broadcast over NBC April 
Stranger, and Alone” also bring- 
ing requests for information, —Ed, 


After reading two books, “Who 
Walk Alone” and “Miracle Carville,” 
became quite interested Hansen’s 
disease and decided that that would 
the topic paper. read about 
THE STAR “Miracle Carville” 
and would like you send issue. 


Nancy Jepson 
Sioux City, lowa 


registered nurse and was sta- 
tioned Carville for four months 
1950. preparing lecture Han- 
sen’s disease present group 
nurses this area, but have either 
lost misplaced the material had 
this, Will you send material that 
will help presenting the present 
day treatment, etc. 

Your publication has done much 
change the public attitude toward Han- 
sen’s disease, therefore, felt sure you 
would have the best information avail- 
able. 


Jimmie Chapman, R.N. 
Jackson, Miss. 


The series strips now appearing 
Rex Morgan, M.D., is, naturally, 
source great satisfaction me. Not 
that feel any personal gain but 
that reaching many people 
whom would able reach 
any other manner, and giving them 
glimpse the truth concerning our 
problems, strikes that the creator 
this strip being more than fair 
this thing would have con- 
sidered that one panel the January 
1951 strip showing the progress med- 
icine the first half this century 
adequate recompense for the error 
made back 1948. However, 
really happy about the way things are 
turning out and hope can get others 
take the same enlightened stand. 


Roy Deck 
New Orleans, La. 


Roy Deck was the one who called 
Dal Curtis’ attention his slip the 
tongue back 1948 
—Ed. 

presume you are all following “Rex 

Morgan, M.D.,” the comics, think 


Mail Bag 


that Dal Curtis doing marvelous 
job. 
Donald Kershaw 
Mass. 
* * * 

quite sure that you have noticed 
the comic strip Dr. Rex Morgan. They 
seemingly are going tell story about 
Carville. I’m holding breath see 
how they deal with the subject and 
here’s hoping they just the way 
thet you all want it. They could cer- 


Mrs. Betty 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


*- * 

have been reading the strip cartoon 
titled “Dr. Rex Morgan” which the 
first and only one its kind appear 
scientific value the same goal that 
STAR setting forth. 


Claude King 
Fort Bragg, Calif. 


* 

Some time ago let subscription 
your publication lapse. was re- 
minded failure renew through 
Dal cartoon strip “Rex Morgan, 
M.D.” and want tell you that 
have been impressed it, have 
been telling others read it. 

happen the Jury for ten 
weeks, and most the men and women 
the Jury did not comic 
strip. started telling them about Mrs. 
Hornbostel and how 
ested your valiant efforts changing 
the name Hansen’s disease oblit- 
erate the stigma attached the other 
word, told them the story had 
from Rex Morgan and now they are 
nearly all following the Bridgeport 
Post. think Mr. Curtis doing fine 
job. 


Mrs. David Murray, R.N. 
Stratford, Conn. 


* 

Have been noticing the Rex Morgan 
strip and believe this series will help 
public education program regard- 
ing disease. interesting 
well drawn. 


Joseph Sewell 
Illustration and Design 
Downey, Calif. 


have started source theme 
Hansen’s disease. information 
limited and would like more 
data this illness. attention was 
first brought about through daily 
comic strip serial, Then came across 
your name magazine where read 
article Hansen’s disease. hope 
that you can send some material. 

Source themes St. Anthony’s school 
are kept from year year and read 
over many times. may that through 
what information get this illness 
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will enlighten others kill the word 
forever our little city. 


Ann Ciesiensky 


Bristol, Conn. 
* 


* 

have just listened your program 
Stranger, and Alone” and would like 
know there any material for 
radio, such station breaks sec- 
ond spots that could use sustain- 
ing show, have been using safe- 
spots, community chest, 
seals and the like. seems 
before the people not 
but disease. 


John Mason 


Radio Station KFYR 
N.D. 


* * 

Just heard the radio program 
ger, and Alone.” understood 
get more information writing you, 
Being nurse, may able use this 
information educate some the 
many patients work with daily. 


Mrs. Grace Ann Lang 
Pittsburgh, Penn. 


After hearing and 
the radio, found could secure 
more information Hansen’s disease. 
read “Miracle Carville” Betty 
Martin and now writing sem- 
ester theme Hansen’s disease, One 
the students English class asked 
what theme was and when told 
him said, they put people 
islands for When tried ex- 
plain, said didn’t care. believe 
this the attitude most people take 
ward the disease. many the refer- 
ences using stated that al- 
though people are afraid leprosy 
less contagious than tuberculosis. 
everyone could educated the 
disease like have cancer and 
tuberculosis, I’m quite sure the results 
would 


Irene Snortheim (age years) 
Sioux Falls, 


* * 

have just listened the special 
program about leprosy and sincere- 
interested learn more facts about 
the subject. was presented radio 
station WMAQ from Chicago. learned 
more about leprosy from that program 
than I’ve ever known. believe that 
more light should shed this dis- 
€ase has been done mental ill- 
ness. just asimple housewife whose 
husband laborer, but there’s any- 
glad to. Its too bad that too many 
people this modern atomic age still 
live the “Dark Ages” but here’s one 
rerson who wants know more, 


Mrs. Melton Sexton 
Streator, 


April 1954 


| 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


mitted They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 

* 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patients for over years 


out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are pérmitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * + 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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SPRIN here--so 


SPRING into action--and 
modern Hansen’s disease Hansenosis 


from the traditional musconceptions and superstitions 


clinging its erroneous ancient name 
YOU can help this-- 
Subscribe THE STAR 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
and finance social service for needy patients 
Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 
Address 
Subscription $1.00 per year. stamps please 


Kindly make checks money orders payable THE STAR 
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